
Eco Residence rolls out in Kent

The University of Kent was UPP’s second partner 
to adopt the Eco Residence model and this 
academic year sees the first students moving 
into the accommodation. 

The 544 rooms are located at the university’s new Woolf College 
in Canterbury. They include study bedrooms arranged in flats of six 
to eight rooms, enhanced bedrooms, self-contained studios and 
disabled access rooms. 

The residence is aimed at postgraduates, highlighting the 
university’s commitment to provide top-quality accommodation 
to all students, not just first year undergraduates. This is a move 
that many other universities are beginning to make, as it becomes 
increasingly important to offer a full range of on-campus facilities 
to the entire student body. 

The superstructure of the Kent Eco Residence was built using 
highly insulated, airtight timber panels sourced from sustainable, 
managed forests, producing a significantly better carbon footprint. 
The timber frames were manufactured offsite in order to 
minimise waste.

Like the other UPP accommodation that follows this innovative 
model, many energy-saving systems have also been installed inside 
the building to help students to live in a more sustainable manner. 

In addition to the residential accommodation, UPP is also providing 
a state-of-the-art 500-seat lecture theatre, which is due to open 
in January 2009.
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We are delighted to be a partner 

of UPP and look forward to working with them 

in order to create a high quality campus 

environment for our students.

Peter Czarnomski  Director of Estates at the University of Kent

Woolf College, University of Kent



Graham Gilbert, director of 
finance at the University of York, 
shares some of his views on the 
higher education sector and on 
working with UPP.

Our partnership with UPP, which now covers over 1,000 rooms on 
campus, is based on mutual benefit. Student accommodation is a 
key issue for us, as an institution dedicated to providing students 
with an exceptional experience, but we know that it is often more 
cost-effective to bring in an external partner rather than manage it 
ourselves. That is where UPP comes in.

Students’ time at university needs to be enjoyable but it also needs 
the right intellectual and social facilities to ensure those years 
are well spent. For first years and overseas students, university-
provided accommodation on campus is a welcome guarantee that 
means they do not have to face hunting for somewhere to live on 
top of all their other concerns

However, like many universities we want to develop a balanced 
student community, which means getting second- and third-years 
on campus wherever possible. We are constantly looking to grow 
and refresh our estate to give us that space, renewing existing 
assets as well as looking for growth opportunities. With both, we 
need to ensure we protect our capacity while keeping it affordable. 

Fortunately, working with a provider like UPP means we end up 
with high-quality, well-managed and cost-effective accommodation 

that can help to attract the best students. We are also a stakeholder 
in the special purpose company that runs our accommodation, so 
we have a real sense of ownership and alignment of interests.

At present we have a large development programme and this 
needs funding, not just for accommodation but for the right 
academic, leisure and support facilities as well. At a time of general 
economic instability, the higher education sector is perceived to 
be relatively stable and a source of steady, long-term growth. We 
are therefore well placed to broaden our funding options, not least 
through partnering with private sector providers such as UPP.

We are positive about the future. We plan to continue renewing our 
estate, raising standards across our campus and ensuring we offer 
an environment that appeals to any student. 

Modern students are a sophisticated and demanding customer 
base, but we are confident that UPP and the University of York can 
provide what it takes to succeed.

The Partner’s View
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Modern students are a sophisticated 

and demanding customer base, but we are 

confident that UPP and the University of York 

can provide what it takes to succeed.

Graham Gilbert  Director of Finance at the University of York
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